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Overview

What is an apostasy?

What is the Roman Catholic position?

Is there a valid succession from Peter?
What are the evidences of an apostasy?
Why did it occur?

How do we teach it?
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A Catholic Utterance...

Many years ago a learned man, a member of the Roman Catholic
Church, came to Utah and spoke from the stand of the Salt Lake
Tabernacle. | became well-acquainted with him, and we
conversed freely and frankly. A great scholar, with perhaps a
dozen languages at his tongue's end, he seemed to know all
about theology, law, literature, science and philosophy. One day
he said to me:

“You Mormons are all ignoramuses. You don't even know
the strength of your own position. It is so strong that there is only
one other tenable in the whole Christian world, and that is the
position of the Catholic Church. The issue is between Catholicism
and Mormonism. If we are right, you are wrong; if you are right,
we are wrong; and that's all there is to it.” (cont...)

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

A Catholic Utterance...

“The Protestants haven't a leg to stand on. For, if we are wrong,
they are wrong with us, since they were a part of us and went out
from us; while if we are right, they are apostates whom we cut off
long ago. If we have the apostolic succession from St. Peter, as
we claim, there is no need of Joseph Smith and Mormonism; but
if we have not that succession, then such a man as Joseph Smith
was necessary, and Mormonism's attitude is the only consistent
one. It is either the perpetuation of the gospel from ancient times,
or the restoration of the gospel in latter days.”

The Strength of the Mormon Position, Elder Orson F. Whitney, of the Council of the Twelve Apostles
Elder Legrand Richards, A Marvelous Work and a Wonder, page 3
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What is an Apostasy?

Greek: apostasia apostasis

to revolt, defection

Renunciation of a religious faith
Abandonment of a previous loyalty

- Webster’s Dictionary
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The Protestant Position

“The Christian religion, with authority to
teach and administer its ordinances has been
perpetuated, even throughout the ages of
partial and even serious apostasy, and that
this persisting “church”, purified of its
corruptions, has been given back to
mankind by the agency of the so-called
Reformation, chiefly of the ¥6century.”

- B. H. Roberts, Quorum of the Severfiglling Away, pg 25, Deseret Book, 1931
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The Roman Catholic Position

“l believe in the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostaitiurch”

- Ecumenical Council of Nicea, 325 A.D.

“No church can claim to be the true one whose doedr
differ from those of the Apostles, or whose ministare
unable to trace, by an unbroken chain, their aitihtor an

Apostolic source”.
- page 32The Faith of our Fatherdyy James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltin{d&76)
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The Roman Catholic Position

“The present Bishop of Rome, Pius IX, is the susoesf
Gregory XVI, who succeeded Pius VIII, who was the
successor of Leo XIlI. And thus we go back from agnto
century till we come to Peter, the first BishopRaime,
Prince of the Apostles and Vicar of Christ.”

- page 41The Faith of our Fatherdyy James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltima&¥6
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The Roman Catholic Position

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am?

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou acChinest,
the Son of the living God.

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blesséubar,
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not regddl
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

18 And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peted,upon
this rock | will build my church; and the gateshail shall
not prevail against..it - Matthew 16:15-18

“Christ makes here a solemn prediction that no esball
ever invade His Church, and if she fell into ertioe gates

of hell have certainly prevailed against her.”
- page 55;The Faith of our Fatherdyy James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimorg
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The Roman Catholic Position

“But if Jesus predicted the truth when He declatieak the
gates of hell should not prevail against His Chutcand
who dare deny it? — then the Church never has andme
could have fallen from the truth; then the Catb@hurch is
infallible, for she alone claims that prerogatiand she is
the only Church that is acknowledged to have existam
the beginning.”

- page 55The Faith of our Fatherdyy James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore
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Summary of Catholic Position

1. There is a continuous succession of
apostolic priesthood authority from Pete
to the present Pope

2. The original apostolic doctrines have begn
preserved without contamination or errof

3. The Roman Catholic Church is the only
true church of Jesus Christ on the earth

OoooooooooDhoooooooooonoooogo -

The Priesthood Succession

Is there a valid succession of priesthood power
from Peter down to the present-day Pope?
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Peter and the Keys - Overview

What are the keys?

Did Peter, alone, hold the keys?
What is an apostle?

What is a Bishop?

Is there a governing power
superior to the Bishop?

What power or authority is
needed to ordain a Bishop?

Election ofThe Bishop of Rome

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

What are the Keys? (Catholics)

...the phrase as employed by Christ in His promisgtto
Peter denotes the gift of ecclesiastical authamiiys
widest scope. This authority was to be in a seeselr to
St. Peter and his successors in the chief pastdoatiney
alone were to possess it in its fullness. But i$ wabe
exercised in due measure by the other membersof th
Divinely instituted hierarchy according to theivseal
degrees. Thus understood, pffagestas claviunmcludes

* the power of ordemamely power exercised in regard to
sacrifice and sacrament,

* the power of jurisdictiopand

* the power to definen questions of faith and morals.
- Catholic Encyclopedia
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What are the Keys? (LDS)

“Keys are the right of presidendize directing, controlling,
governing power. The keys of the kingdom are tleepo
right, and authority to presidever the kingdom of God on

earth (which is the Church) and to direct all of #ffairs.”
- Mormon Doctrine, p411, Keys of the Kingdom

President Joseph F. Smith:

"Every man ordained to any degree of the priesthoasl
this authority delegated to him. But it is necegghat every
act performed under this authority shall be don¢hat
proper time and place, in the proper way, and afier
proper order. The power of directing these labors
constitutes the keys of the priesthood...” (cont...)

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

What are the Keys? (LDS)

"In their fullness, the keys are held by only orespn at a
time, the Prophet and President of the Church. tdg m
delegate any portion of this power to another, ich case
that person holds the keys of that particular lablnus, the
president of a temple, the president of a staleptbhop of
a ward, the president of a mission, the presidéat o
guorum, each holds the keys of the labors perforimdiaiat
particular body or locality. His priesthood is nioicreased
by this special appointment, for a seventy whoigessover
a mission has no more priesthood than a seventylabdurs
under his direction; and the president of an eldgusrum,
for example, has no more priesthood than any memiber
that quorum...” (cont...)
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What are the Keys? (LDS)

“But he holds the power of directirtge official labors
performed in the mission or the quorum, or in otiverds,
the keys of that division of that work. So it itighout all
the ramifications of the priesthood — a distinctioaost be
carefully made between the general authority amd th

directing of the labors performed by that authafity
- Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed., p. 136

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Questions

What happened to the Keys of the
Priesthood?

Did Peter confer them onto a successor?

Can they be transmitted from one Bishop
another, without an Apostle?
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Keys Given to the Twelve

Matthew 18:1, 18
1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus...
18 Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bamdearth

shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye i@kl on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.

 All of the Apostles held the keys to bind on earth...
» The Catholics believe that only Peter held allkbgs

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Apostolic Power?

Catholics believe that Peter transmitted hi
entirepower and authority (keys) to Linus,
the P'Bishop of Rome

“Whatever privileges, therefore, were conferredReter which may be
considered essential to the government of the Ghare inherited by
the Bishops of Rome, as successors of the Prinibe éfpostles...”

However...“Peter, it is true, besides the prerogatives inhdri his
office, possessed also the gift of inspiration Hredpower of working
miracles. These two latter gifts are not claimgdhe Pope, as they
were personal to Peter and by no means essentthktgovernment of

the Church.”
- page 89The Faith of our Fatherdyy James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore

10
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What is a Bishop?

A local leader of a church
Ordained by somebody in authority

“The office of the presbyter-bishops was to teact ® rule the particular
congregation committed to their charge. They wheeregular "pastors and
teachers." To them belonged the direction of pubbeship, the administration
of discipline, the care of souls, and the managémgchurch property. They
were usually chosen from the first converts, angloamted_by the apostles or
their delegateswith the approval of the congregation, or by teagregation
itself, which supported them by voluntary contribng. They were solemnly
introduced into their office by the apostles orthgir fellow presbyters through
prayers and the laying on of hantls
See Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5; 1 Tim. 3:1-5; 4:14; 2 Tit6

- Schaff, Philip - History of the Christian Church

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

The Bishop of Rome is Pope

“The supreme headship of the Church is, we have
seen, annexed to the office of Roman bishop. The
pope becomes chief pastor because he is Bishop
Rome: he does not become Bishop of Rome
because he has been chosen to be head of the
universal Church. Thus, an election to the papacy
IS, properly speaking, primarily an election to the
local bishopric”

- Catholic Encyclopedia

of

11
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Who can ordain a Bishop?

"We are able to enumerate those who were made fissino
the Churches by the Apostl@sd their successors up till

our own time..."
- St. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, (approx 125 — 20D.A.

Thus... while the apostles were yet alive, it was tivbep
chose and ordained Bishops in every city by theadif
prophecy and revelation. Bishops did not ordagmbps.

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Who can ordain a Bishop?

No evidence exists that Bishops were ordained ¢
called by anyone other than an Apostle or the
delegate of an Apostle

There were not “elected” by popular vote to thei
calling while the Apostles presided

Hebrews 5:4 — “no man taketh this honor untd
himself, but he that is called of God, as was
Aaron” (see Ex 28:1)

John 15:16 — “Ye have not chosen me, but |
have chosen you, and ordained you...”

12
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Election of the Bishop of Rome

Pope dies
A “Conclave” of cardinal bishops is held in Rom¢
Electors must be under 80 years old
195 cardinals today / 140 under 80 years old
Secret ballot is cast twice daily in the Sistineaél

A new Pope is elected when 2/3 majority vote is
reached

White smoke seen from Sistine Chapel

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Election of Popes

“If the pope happens not to be a bishop, he must be
consecrated at once and, according to immemorial

tradition, by the Cardinal-Bishop of Ostia. If

already a bishop, there takes place only the solenin

benedictioor blessing. However, he enjoys full
jurisdiction from the moment of his election. On
the following Sunday or Holy Day takes place, at
the hands of the senior cardinal-deacon, the papa
“coronation" from which day the new pope dates
the years of his pontificate.” - Catholic Encyclopedia

U
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The Succession of Popes

Peter Linus Cletus Clement |
??-67A.D. 68—-79A.D. 80-92A.D. 92-99 AD.

262 Popes (including Peter) until
present day — Pope John Paul I

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Peter the Apostle (?? —67 A.D.)

Received Keys from Christ
Leaves Jerusalem for Antioch, 51 a.d.
Comes to Rome, 56-57 a.d.

A church already established
(based on Paul’s letter to the Romans)

(Paul arrives one year later (58-59)
Martyred about 67 a.d. in Rome

14



Ooooooooogoooooooooooogogogo

Linus (68 — 79 A.D.)

Martyred 79 A.D.
Might be Linus, companion of Paul (2 Tim 4:21)
Until 190 A.D., consideredsiBishop of Rome

“After Vespasian had reigned ten years
Titus, his son, succeeded him. In the second
year of his reign, Linus, who had been
bishop of the church of Rome for twelve

years, delivered his office to Anencletus.”
Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, Church History: Bdok |
Chapter 13: Anencletus, the Second Bishop of Rome

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Anencletus (80 — 92 A.D.)

Also called “Cletus”
2nd Bishop of Rome

“Very little information with regard to his

pontificate is extant.”
—The Popes, Twenty Centuries of History, Libreriatck Vaticana

“In the twelfth year of the same reign
Clement succeeded Anencletus after the
latter had been bishop of the church of

Rome for twelve years.”
- Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, Church History: Bdok
Chapter 15: Clement, the Third Bishop of Rome

15
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Clement | (92 -99 A.D.)

3d Bishop of Rome
Associated with Peter and Paul
May be Clement (Phil 4:3)

“We know very little of his role
in the Roman ChurchZ the Popes

Wrote a lettef96 A.D.) to the
church in Corinth (discuss later)

“This is the first recorded intervention
of the Roman Church in an external

matter”
—The Popes, Twenty Centuries of History, Libreria
Editrice Vaticana

OoooooooooDhoooooooooonoooogo -

Three Problems

The Roman Catholic position has
three primary challenges that cannot
be defended

16
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Problem #1: Succession

Suppose... had Peter died befbeehad conferred
the keys of primacy to any other successor, whg
would have happened to the keys?

If Peter conferred the keys upon Linus, what
would have happened if Linus had not conferreg
them upon any successor?

Cletus?

Clement?

1t

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #1: Succession

There is no evidenoghatsoever that Peter or Pal
conferred upon Linus any apostolic powers or
authority or primacy.

Linus was ordained as the local Bishop of the
Roman church —and no more

There is no evidence that Linus ordained his
successor, Cletus, before his martyrdom or that
Cletus ordained his successor, Clement, before
death, etc.

In fact, no departing Bishop of Rome has eve
ordained his successor — ever!

his

17
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Problem #1: Succession

Clement, 3! Bishop of Rome:

“The apostles have preached the Gospel to us flam t
Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ [has done so] fead.
Christ therefore was sent forth by God, and thes#lps by
Christ. Both these appointments, then, were mac i
orderly way, according to the will of God. Having
therefore received their orders... they went forth
proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at handd A
thus preaching through countries and cities, theganted
the first-fruits [of their labors], having first mved them by
the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons of thoseskbald

afterwards believe.”
The Ante-Nicene Fathers, 1885, 1:16, Roberts & Dastn

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #1: Succession

Bishop Ignatius of Antioch (ca 110 A.D.) writes:
“l do not, as Peter and Paul, issue commandments un
you. They were apostles; | am but a condemned man

they were free, while | am, even until now, a setva
- Ignatius, Romans 4, The Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vd,1:1
The Christian Literature Publishing Company, 18&34

“...the earliest fathers, with a true sense of th&idction
between the apostolic and episcopal offices, doewkon
Peter among the bishops of Rome at all...”

- Schaff, Philip, History of the Christian Church

18
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Problem #1: Succession

In the military, a colonel is not a general. A
general has the authority to act as a colonelabut
colonel does not have the authority to act as a
general.

A bishop is not an apostle. An apostle has the

authority to act as a bishop, but a bishop does not

have the authority to act as an apostle.

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #1: Succession

The very basis of the Roman Catholic claim is trter@tion
under the hands of Peter of Linus as Bishop of Rome.

If Peter had to ordain Linus as Bishop of Rome tofeonthe
sacred keys on him, it must follow that Linus mustlle
same to confer the keys to his successor.

With the untimely martyrdom of Linus and his sucoess
no bishop was ordained by his predecessor. Nokeys
transferred No power or authority was given according to
the pattern established by Christ and his apd3dter.

19
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Problem #2: A living apostle

John, the Revelator, lived at least until

98 A.D., during the pontifical reigns of
all of the first three Bishops of Rome

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #2;

A living apostle

Peter — 67 AD
Linus 68 — 79 AD
Cletus 80 — 92 AD
Clement 192 — 99 AD

John the Revelator

50

75
Timeline in Years

100

20
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John subject to Roman Bishops

“Now, therefore, we declare, say, determine and
pronounce that for every human creature it is
necessary for salvation to be subject to the
authority of the Roman pontiff”

— Catholic EncyclopediBlnam Sanctam
Bull on papal supremacy issued 18 November, 13pRBdniface VIl

John, the beloved, the “Son of Thunder”, as he aadled by
Jesus, was alive during the pontificate of Linugts, and
Clement. Where does he stand in the church of GA@®
he subject to the authority of the three Romanifiefit

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Keeping their roles straight

Apostle
Oversees the church — a genenathority
Ordains Bishops over local congregations
Resolves disputes over doctrine and procedu
Bishop
Oversees a local church — a loaathority

No record of any Bishop of one city ordaining
Bishop of another city

a

21
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Problem #2: A living apostle

Is there a governing authority over a
Bishop? If so, who?

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saintsganf the
household of God;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apaséed
prophets Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone - Ephesians 2:19-20

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #2: A living apostle

Revelations 1:4 — 20 (circa A.D. 96)
John is given a vision

Christ commands him to write to the

seven Bishops (“angels”) in Asia (Rev

1:11, 19)

Churches are reproved for apostasy
Rev 2:4-5, 14-16, 20-23, 3:4, 9, 15-16

22



Ooooooooogoooooooooooogogogo

Problem #2: A living apostle

After the death of Peter and until at least 9
A.D., after which John no longer appeared
on the scene, God continued to use His
Apostles to guide the church — not the
Bishops of Rome

Linus (68-79)
Cletis (80-92)
Clement | (92-99)

——

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #2: A living apostle

John the apostle received by revelation:
The Book of Revelation (A.D. 96)
The Gospel of John (A.D. 97)
st 2nd 3d John (A.D. 97-98)

23
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Problem #2: A living apostle

Who, then, was considered by God, the succes;

to Peter at A.D. 96-98?
John, God'’s Apostle, the Son of Thunder?...
Or the 3 bishops of Rome?

If Clement | (92 — 99 A.D.) was truly God’s

chosen successor of His Church as claimed by 1

Roman Catholics, why did God not speak throu
him to the seven Bishops of the Church in Asia
A.D. 967?

bOr

he
h
n

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #2: A living apostle

“If revelation is to be given to the church, orday of its
branches, through whom will the revelation come?
Unquestionably the revelations will come through liead of
the church, who at the time, according to RomarhGlat
claims, was Linus, or Cletus, or Clement, bishdpRame,
supreme heads of the church universal! But didAt?no;
the revelation came through the apostle who wasa@ated
evidently in the primacy of the triumvirate of tq@ostles, St.
Peter, St. James, and St. John. It came througlaplostle
“whom Jesus loved”, the “Son of Thunder”. It caneehim
upon the lonely Rock of Patmos when there a prisohar

Roman emperor...”
- B.H. Roberts, The Falling Away, Deseret Book, 198125

24
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Problem #3: Papal Supremacy

“Now, therefore, we declare, say, determine and
pronounce that for every human creature it is
necessary for salvation to be subject to the
authority of the Roman pontiff”

— Catholic EncyclopediBlnam Sanctam
Bull on papal supremacy issued 18 November, 13pBdniface VI

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #3: Papal Supremacy

No record exists of angishop exerting any
authority over angtherBishop until 197 A.D.

Why? ...because the Bishops knew they did
not have jurisdiction outside their local areas

They did not have the keys

1stpossible claim — AD 96 — Letter of Clement
'd bishop) to the church in Corint
(39 bishop) to the church in Corinth

Chastises them for removing a Bishop
previously chosen by an Apostle

Does not do it as a leader, but as a brother
No reference to his “authority” whatsoever

25
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Clement’s Letter

“The church of God which resides at Rome, to th& cih of
God residing at Corinth, to them that are calledlaanctified
by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus Christace and
peace from Almighty God through Jesus Christ bdipfigd
unto you.

Dear brothers, because of the sudden and repeasadtdrs
which have happened to us, we've been somewhairstfiving
our attention to the points you asked us aboutr Yionorable
and illustrious name, worthy to be loved everywhbes been
greatly injured by that shameful and detestablesshrtotally
despised by God's elect. A few rash and self-centfijdersons
stirred up this unrest to a pitch of frenzy. .(AD 96)

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Problem #3: Papal Supremacy

The first record of a Bishop of Rome

exercising authority over another Bishop..|.

Letter from Victor | (AD 186-197)

“He was the firstPope to attempt imposing the will of the
Bishop of Rome on the other Churches. The occagisn
the question of the date of Easter. Through aeseof
Synods, he attempted to impose the celebratioasteEin
all Churches on the Sunday following thé"b4 Nisan.”

- The Popes — Twenty Centuries of History, Libreriatice Vaticana

26
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Problem #3: Papal Supremacy

Historically and doctrinally, only the apostles areg
seen to have exercised a general authority over
different churches

No evidenceexists in any form that the office of
Bishop, including the Bishop of Rome, was any
more than a local ecclesiastical leader until a
century had passed since the last apostle (John
was heard from (circa 98 A.D.)

Would this be the case had Peter actually inteng
the Bishop of Rome to be the head of the Churg

the

g

led
h?

OoooooooooDhoooooooooonoooogo -

So What Really Happened?

27
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Succession of the Apostles

Matthias replaced Judas (Acts 1:23-26)
Paul (1 Cor 1:1)

Barnabas (Acts 14:14)

James, brother of Jesus (Gal 1:19)
Philip

“Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus around A.D.

200 wrote of the tradition that Philip had

become one of the Twelve Apostles”
-Hegesippus, quoted in Grant, Second-Century Chrigti, p 58)

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Paul to the Ephesians

11 And he gave some, apostlaad some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the warkhe
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, anfithe
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect matyg the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:

14 That wenenceforthbe no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctribg,the
sleight of menandcunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive; - Ephesians 4:11-14

Has the need for the apostles ever been greateritha
today? Are we in the “unity of the faith” in the vd?

28
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After the Apostles...

Churches continued independently of each othe
under the direction of a local bishop

No individual bishop or church exercised any
authority over another

No church councils called until Nicea (325 A.D.)

Council of Nicea called by Emperor Constantine

No mechanism to resolve conflicts despite the
“grievous wolves” not sparing the flock
(Acts 20:29)

And conflict there was in abundance!

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

After the Apostles...

“The church continued until then as a pure and unapt
virgin, whilst if there were any at all that attetag to
pervert the sound doctrine of the saving gospely there
yet skulking in the dark retreats; but when thered choir
of apostles became extinct, and the generatiohaset that
had been privileged to hear their inspired wisdacal h
passed away, theadso the combinations of impious errors
arose by the fraud and delusions of false teach&tese
also, as there were none of the apostles left, dfenit
attempted without shame, to preach their falserduet

against the gospel of truth.”
Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History (circa 310 A.QyYoting Hegesippus
(Christian writer of A.D. 100 — 200)

29
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After the Apostles...

Christians persecuted by Rome during 9 different

campaigns

Intense persecution 303 — 305 A.D. (Diocletign)

All leaders (bishops) killed

Congregations infiltrated by Roman spies

Christian church is considered extinct by Ron
Revelation and miracles no longer seen

190 A.D.: Victor | begins to seek authority over
other churches

€

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Why did revelation cease?

Alma 12:9-11
9 And now Alma began to expound these things unmtpdaying: It is
given unto many to know the mysteries of God; neeksss they are laid
under a strict command that they shall not impantyaccording to the
portion of his word which he doth grant unto thdaien of men,
according to the heed and diligence which they givi® him.
10 And therefore, he that will harden his hearg #ame receiveth the
lesser portion of the word; and he that will notrdéi@n his heart, to him
is given the greater portion of the word, untilsitgiven unto him to know
the mysteries of God until he know them in full.
11 And_they that will harden their hearts, to thismgiven the lesser
portion of the wordintil they know nothing concerning his mysteries;
and then they are taken captive by the devil, @ddoly his will down to
destruction. Now this is what is meant by the chaihhell.

30
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Revelation Ceases

“The infallibility of the popes does not signifyatithey are
inspired. The apostles were endowed with theo§ift
inspiration, and we accept their writings as theealed
word of God._No Catholic, on the contrary, claithat the
pope is inspired, or endowed with the divine retieta
properly so called. For, the Holy Spirit was nobmised
to the successors of Peter in order that they msghead
abroad new doctrine which he reveals, but that,aurids
assistance, they might guard inviolably, and widelity
explain, the revelation or deposit of faith handkedvn by

the apostles.”
- page 145-146The Faith of our Fatherdy James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimd&76)

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Constantine, Emperor of Rome

Reigned 306 — 337 A.D.

Very wicked, hungry for power
Convenes Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.)
Authorizes doctrinal edicts

Nature of God (Nicene Cregcetc.

Church evolves into a political — theocratic entity
under the Roman Emperors

Appoints church officers
Church positions bring wealth and power
Positions are coveted by corrupt and evil mer
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How to Teach the Apostasy

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

How to teach the apostasy

When Joseph Smith knelt in prayer in a grove of
trees to know which church he should join, he
received an answer that he did not expect...

As Jesus Christ appeared to him, He told him
“loin none of them, for they were all wrong”

We want to explain why God told him to join nor
of the churches or religions on the earth.

to

e
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How to teach the apostasy

Mini 1stdiscussion — pattern of prophets,
restoration & apostasy through the Apostles tin

Why would God allow His Gospel to be taken
from the earth?

Alma 12:9-11: Truth given to believers

When there are believers, there are prophets

Eph 2:19-21 — foundation of apostles
Why? — Because apostles receive revelation

This is how Jesus Christ is the head of His
Church —through revelation

God has alwaydirected His church through H

e

S

prophets. Every apostle is a prophet.

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

How to teach the apostasy

Eph 4:11-14 — apostles needed until...

Eph 4:5-6 — One faith, one baptism, one
plan of salvation

If Christ were on the earth today, how mai
different religions would there be?

He cannot personally be here, so He

chooses apostles, who are prophets, to be

His personal representatives in His Churc

|1 =4
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How to teach the apostasy

Apostles governed the Church iiganeral
sense.

Bishops were chosen by the Apostles to
govern the local churches in each city
(1 Tim 3:1-5)

Other leaders were called to help the
Bishops: Elders, deacons, etc.

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

How to teach the apostasy

In the days of Peter, when an apostle was killed
another was ordained to take his place by other
apostles

Matthias replaced Judas (Acts 1:23-26)
Paul (1 Cor 1:1)

Barnabas (Acts 14:14)

James, brother of Jesus (Gal 1:19)

Philip (early Christian Fathers wrote of his cailin
to be an apostle)

b
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How to teach the apostasy

Since the days of Adam, what has been the cau
of each apostasy where the gospel was taken?

Mosiah 27:13 (transgression can destroy church
Jesus warned his Apostles of this

Matt 24:9-11 (false prophets deceive elect)
Paul warned the saints:

Acts 20:29-30 (after my departing, wolves)

2 Timothy 4:3-5 (will not endure sound
doctrine)

Se

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

How to teach the apostasy

Even Peter knew the apostasy would occt
2 Peter 2:1-2, 21-22 (false prophets)
Paul knew when the apostasy would occu

2 Thess 2:3-4 (Let no man deceive you)
Paul indicated it was happening quickly:
Gal 1:6-8 (I marvel...)

-
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Summary

We see, therefore, the same pattern of
apostasy that we saw with the people of
Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Moses

The people reject the teachings of the
prophets. God takes away His gospel

The Apostles were eventually all taken an
the keys of priesthood authority were lost

0

OoooooooooDhoooooooooonoooogo -

How to Teach the Apostasy

Part Il

Teach this if they still do not accept
the apostasy as previously taught
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Did Peter leave a successor?

How did Peter receive the keys of priesthood
authority?

John 15:16 (... ordained you...)

To ordain somebody to the priesthood, it was
always done by the laying on of hands

(1 Tim 4:14)

History teaches us that Linus was ordained by
Peter to be thesiBishop of Rome around 67 A.D

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Did Peter leave a successor?

Suppose... what would have happened to
the keys of priesthood authority, had Pete
not conferred them upon a successor befc
he was killed by the Romans?

LDS answer: there were other apostles
who held the keys (Matt 18:1,18)

Non-LDS answer: they would have bee
lost

s

re

n
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Did Peter leave a successor?
What would have happened to the keys of the

priesthood had Linus not conferred them upon hiis

successor, Cletus?

And if Cletus had not conferred them upon his
successor, Clement |?

Answer: would have been lost

Linus, Cletus, and Clement | were all killed by the

Romans before they could confer any authority
upon any successor. After Linus, each became
Bishop only aftethe death of his predecessor

And if theydid not confer the keys upon their
successors, then wiuod?

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Did Peter leave a successor?

Peter — 67 AD
Linus 68 — 79 AD ——

Cletus 80 — 92 AD ——
Clement 192 — 99 AD —

John the Revelator >

50 75 100

Draw thiS Timeline in Years
illustration
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Did Peter leave a successor?

Would God have two heads of His church at on¢e?
Read Revelation 1:4, 10-11

Whom did God consider the successor to Peter’
Why did not God reveal instructions to the churgh

in Asia through Clement | who was then the
Bishop of Rome?

If Clement | was actually God’s representative on
earth, was John the Apostle subject to his
authority, too?

If not, then who was really God'’s representative
on earth to guide His Church? John or Clement |?

\J

Oooooooooooooooooogooonoooogo -

Summary and Conclusion

The keys of the priesthood were lost after the last
apostle, John, the Revelator, was taken

Without apostles, no general authority to lead and
preside over the church existed

No revelation to lead the church was given

Like in all other epochs, God had to call a new
prophet, when the people were ready to receive]it,
to restore His Gospel and priesthood authority dn
the earth

This is why God told Joseph Smith to join none pf
the churches on the earth...
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The Apostasy

By President Daniel O. Jensen
Missione Italiana di Roma
June, 2003
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