Spiritual Gifts
DC Lesson 15 (DC 46)
Introduction
	?
	What is a Spiritual Gift?

	DC 46:8
	God commands us to seek earnestly the best gifts.
Why would He do that? 


Why gifts are given to us

	!
	These gifts come from a loving Father in Heaven.  It is truly a witness that He loves each of us individually for He gives each of us gifts of the Spirit as a blessing not only to us personally, but to all we touch in our lives.

	DC 46:7-8
	That ye may not be seduced by evil spirits or false doctrines

	46:9, 12
	…that all may be benefited.  
…that all may be profited thereby

? How do all benefit from someone else’s gift?

	46:16
	The recipient also profits

	?
	What other reasons might we be given spiritual gifts?

· Help us magnify our callings

· Guide us in our relationships

· Bring us comfort

· Protection from physical or spiritual danger


There are very many gifts of the Spirit

	46:11
	To every man is given a gift by the Spirit of God.

Are there any exceptions to this divine declaration?

	List
	A partial list of gifts is found in:

· DC 46:13-25

· Moroni 10:8-19

· 1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14

	BRM

(Mormon Doctrine, p.314 GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT).
	"From the writings of Paul (1 Cor. 12; 13; 14), and of Moroni (Moro. 10), and from the revelations received by Joseph Smith (D. & C. 46), we gain a clear knowledge of spiritual gifts and how they operate. Among others, we find the following gifts named either in these three places or elsewhere in the scriptures: the gift of knowing by revelation "that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that he was crucified for the sins of the world" (D. & C. 46:13), and also the gift of believing the testimony of those who have gained this revelation; the gifts of testimony, of knowing that the Book of Mormon is true, and of receiving revelations; the gifts of judgment, knowledge, and wisdom; of teaching, exhortation, and preaching; of teaching the word of wisdom and the word of knowledge; of declaring the gospel and of ministry; the gift of faith, including power both to heal and to be healed; the gifts of healing, working of miracles, and prophesy; the viewing of visions, beholding of angels and ministering spirits, and the discerning of spirits; speaking with tongues, the interpretation of tongues, the interpretation of languages, and the gift of translation; the differences of administration in the Church and the diversities of operation of the Spirit; the gift of seership, "and a gift which is greater can no man have." (Mosiah 8:16; Alma 9:21; D. & C. 5:4; 43:3-4; Rom. 12:6-8.) And these are by no means all of the gifts. In the fullest sense, they are infinite in number and endless in their manifestations" 

	?
	If there is an infinite variety of gifts, might we say that any divine attribute a person could possess might also be considered a gift of the Spirit?

	?
	How does this relate then to our spiritual progression?
How do we progress?  (by acquiring Spiritual gifts)


How do we discern what gifts we have and what gifts we need?

	Blessings
	Patriarchal, fathers blessings, priesthood blessings

Personal revelation & inspiration

Ask a close friend or spouse

	?
	Why don’t we always know what our gifts are?

1 Ne 17:1 (Lord shows Nephi from time to time…)

	Stephen R. Robinson, Believing Christ, Pg 94
	“If we experience the gifts of the spirit or the influence of the Holy Ghost, we can know that we are in the covenant relationship, for the gifts and companionship of the Holy Ghost are given to none else. This is one reason why the Gift of the Holy Ghost is given ‑ as a token and assurance of our covenant status and as a down payment to us on the blessings and glory to come if we are faithful."

"Do you feel the influence of the Holy Ghost in your life?  Do you enjoy the gifts of the spirit?  Then you can know that God accepts your faith, repentance, and baptism and has agreed that "You may always have his spirit to be with you.  This is perhaps one reason why the Holy Ghost is called the Comforter, because if we enjoy that gift, we can know that our efforts are acceptable ‑ for now, and that we are justified before God by our faith in Christ.  And that is comfort indeed."


How do we receive gifts of the Spirit

	!
	If our spiritual progression depends on our acquiring spiritual gifts, how we acquire them becomes our key to progress.

	46:7-8
	The Lord gives us a list of things that help us receive gifts from Him

· Ask

· Do in all holiness of heart

· Walking uprightly

· Considering the end of your salvation (what might this mean?)

· Prayer

· Thanksgiving

· Seek earnestly

· Always remembering for what they are given

	46:30
	· Ask according to the will of God
· Do all things in the name of Christ

· Give thanks (repeated again)

· Practice virtue and holiness before Him continually

	BRM
	Where spiritual things are concerned, as pertaining to all of the gifts of the spirit, with reference to the receipt of revelation, the gaining of testimonies, and the seeing of visions, in all matters that pertain to Godliness and holiness and which are brought to pass as a result of personal righteousness ‑in all these things men and women stand in a position of absolute equality before the Lord.  He is no respecter of persons nor of sexes, and He blesses those men and those women who seek Him and serve Him and keep His commandments.

	Pres. George Q. Cannon
	If any of us are imperfect, it is our duty to pray for the gift that will make us perfect. . . . no man ought to say, "Oh, I cannot help this; it is my nature."  He is not justified in it, for the reason that God has promised to give strength to correct these things, and to give gifts that will eradicate them.  If a man lacks wisdom, it is his duty to ask God for wisdom.  The same with everything else.


Conclusion

	!
	You have a gift. Perhaps you have several. You have been commanded to seek others. They come by revelation and by the power of the Holy Ghost, which gift I think you all have. Take a moment now to ask yourself some questions: perhaps questions like these: 

	?
	· Have I identified my gift(s)? 

· Have I employed them to bless myself and others? 

· Have I sought the best gifts earnestly? 

· Are their gifts in my life which I have not acknowledged and for which I ought to give thanks? 
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